Bonn Bids Africans 
To Act on Angola 

By Michael Getler 


BONN, Jan. 6-West Ger- 
many, seeking to use 
whatever ’influence it has in 
Africa to stop Soviet-backed 
intervention in Angola, has 
appealed to 12 African states 
to reject intervention by all 
outsiders and find a purely 
African solution to the conflict 
there. 

* The West German appeal 
came in the form of a letter 
last week from Foreign 
Minister Hans-Dietrich 
Genscher to his counterparts 
in Ghana, Kenya, Liberia, 

• Malawi, Nigeria, Tanzania, 
Uganda, Zaire and Zambia, as 
well as Egypt, Morocco and 
Tunisia. 

Genscher has been critical 
of the Soviet role in Angola 
recently, and the sending of 
letters to the African foreign 
•ministers is viewed by some 
observers here as a possibly 
{significant step toward more 
assertiveness in West Ger- 
many’s traditionally cautious 
foreign policy. 

Although the letter did not 
specifically mention Soviet or 
Cuban military involvement, 
a Bonn Foreign Ministry 
^spokesman said it expressed 
.considerable concern over 
.foreign intervention and a 
hope that the summit con- 
ference of the Organization of 
African Unity which meets 
next week will bring about a 
cease-fire between the three 
rival factions in Angola. 

Whatever influence the 
West 'mans have in Africa 

is t oduct of expanding 

trac and development 


assistance to many African 
states. ’ 

The Genscher letter, 
however, may also reflect 
growing uneasiness in 
Western Europe over the 
implications of the conflict in 
Angola and a potential victory 
for the forces backed by 
Soviets and Cubans. 

Genscher met yesterday 
with William e'. Schaufele Jr., 
assistant secretary of state for 
African affairs. Schaufele, 
after a 10-day trip of African 

countries at the request of 
President For'd, stopped in j 
Bonn before flying to London 
for a 90-minute talk on the 
Angolan situation with British- 
Minister of State David 
Ennals. 

Sources in London said that 
British Foreign Secretary 
James Callaghan was 

believed to have sent 

messages similar to Gen- 
scher ’s. 

The British Foreign Office 
announced today it agreed 
with the United States that 
there should be an early 
cease-fire in Angola and an 
end to all foreign intervention 
there. 

Though the actual bat- 
tlefield situation is far from 
clear, some Western 
diplomats feel that despite the 
policy of detente* the conflict 
has already gone far enough to 
Reflect both current American 
anct European limitations in 
bringing any real counter- 
pressures against the Soviets 
in Third World areas. 

Although the Soviets, even if 
successful in Angola, could 
still run into severe problems 
in the rest of Africa, the more 
pessimistic Europeans believe 
the Angolan situation could 
have repercussions by 
strengthening leftist 
movements throughout 
Europe. 

(In Moscow, the official 
Soviet news agency Tass 
denied allegations by British 
Liberal Party leader Jeremy 
Thorpe that the Soviet Union 
bribed an African leader with 
$50 'million in gold for his 
country’s recognition of the 
Soviet-backed Angolan 
People’s Republic.) 


